We analyzed temporal trends in mist-net capture rates of resident (n = 8) and overwintering Nearctic-Neotropical migrant (n = 3) bird species at two sites in montane broadleaf forest of the Sierra de Bahoruco, Dominican Republic, with the goal of providing quantitative information on population trends that could inform conservation assessments.
. Human disturbance at both sites was limited primarily to 69 trimming vegetation to prevent overgrowth of our net lanes.
70
We visited PUVI at least once annually between November and May, except in 1999 71 when we did not visit either site. We made two visits in 1997 (March, November), 1998 (March, 
184
In 14 banding sessions conducted over 13 years (Table 1) , yielding >22,000 net hours, we 185 captured a total of 31 species (Table 2 ). The endemic Green-tailed Ground-Tanager was the 186 most commonly encountered species; sample sizes for species included in this analysis ranged 187 from 69 -245 individuals (Table 2 ).
188
Capture rates declined over the course of our study for Rufous-throated Solitaire 
246
We have less confidence in estimated trends for two other Hispaniolan endemics, 247 Hispaniolan Highland-Tanager and Western Chat-Tanager. Trends in capture rate varied 248 between sites and were highly influenced by large numbers of individuals captured in 1997, the 249 first year considered in this analysis. We do not understand why capture rates were so high in 250 1997, but we are hesitant to conclude that these species declined solely on the basis of results 251 obtained in that year. An equally plausible conclusion is that populations of these two species at 252 our study sites were not in long-term decline, and that data from 1997 reflected an unusual and 253 temporary, if unexplained, increase in the local population available for capture in our nets.
254 Unfortunately, we did not collect information on residents species during our initial visit in 1995, 255 and the only data from 1996 were collected at one site (PUVI) at a different time of year (early 256 December) and so provide little insight into the apparently high capture rates observed in 1997.
257
Capture rates of the remaining endemics (Narrow-billed Tody, Black-crowned Palm-258 Tanager, and Hispaniolan Spindalis) were stable during the course of our study. The three 259 migrant species that we examined also showed no trend in capture rate, largely in keeping with 260 concurrent trends estimated on their breeding grounds. Ovenbird and Black-throated Blue 296 we do not know the colonization history by rats of our study sites, and so we cannot rule out the 297 possibility that they are recent arrivals and that they may play a role in driving population 298 declines among birds at our study sites. Finally, habitat loss outside of the study area caused by 299 extensive, ongoing deforestation (BirdLife International, 2015) could drive local declines by 300 reducing the regional population and thus reducing both recruitment into local populations and 301 the number of transient individuals exposed to our sampling efforts.
302
Acknowledging that we cannot identify the cause of the observed declines, how might 303 these findings inform assessments of conservation status? Capture rate in mist nets is often a 304 valid index of abundance, and trends in capture rate are usually -but not always -correlated 305 with population trends estimated using other methods (Dunn and Ralph, 2002 
